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Gratefully,

Christine Moss	 Jodi E. Beers
Chair of the Board	 Executive Director

After nearly eight years as executive director and nearly twenty years as a board member 
at the Armstrong County Community Foundation, we have seen our community continue to 
amaze us with its generosity.

From the nearly 2,000 contributions to our nonprofit organizations during the Week of 
Giving to the numerous families who opened a fund to honor or memorialize someone 
special, we thank you. We have so many genuinely nice people in this community. There 
truly is nowhere like Armstrong County!

Our strides forward during 2024 were many. The ACCF opened the 
following funds:
•	 Jack A. Bennett Scholarship Fund
	 To be awarded to one golfer from Armstrong High School and one golfer 
	 from West Shamokin High School
•	 High Top Sports Athlete-Scholar Scholarship 
	 To be awarded to a senior scholar-athlete who has participated at the varsity level in the 
	 All-Kiski Valley or Heritage Conference and has played at the varsity level
•	 Judy L. (Beveridge) Creel Memorial Scholarship
	 To provide funds for high school and adult students (Two scholarships will be awarded 
	 with a minimum of $250 each.) This includes cyber school students and homeschooled 
	 students.
•	 Harry C. and Katheryn L. Brenneman Memorial Designated Fund
	 To support the Freeport Library, the Freeport Police Department, the Freeport EMS/
	 Ambulance Fund, and the Freeport and South Buffalo Volunteer Fire Departments
•	 Harold R. & Rilla D. Johnson Designated Fund
	 To provide support to the Armstrong County Historical Museum and Genealogical 
	 Society, Inc.

During 2024 the ACCF:
•	 Awarded scholarships totaling $211,130
•	 Awarded Educational Improvement Tax Credits Scholarships (EITC) of $190,131
•	 Awarded grants totaling $759,922
	 Total awarded during 2024….$1,161,183

Wow! Thank you for allowing us to provide funding according to your wishes to continue 
the great work that all the area nonprofit organizations perform!

We hope that you enjoy this annual report highlighting all the great work we do together!

Message from the
Executive Director & Chair of the Board 
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2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Left to Right 
Dr. Matt Curci, Lance Whiteman, Karen 
Waugaman, Sandy Bradigan, John Strate, Frank 
Baker, Christine Moss, Dina Blake, Autumn 
Vorpe-Seyler, and Richard G. Snyder

Missing from photo: 
Tyler Heller

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION STAFF
Left to Right 
Jodi E. Beers, Executive Director, and 
Samantha Cribbs, Executive Program Assistant
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OUR VISION
The vision of the Armstrong County Community Foundation is to 
provide a foundation that would complement the work and efforts of 
county non-profits by offering an ongoing resource for unmet, as well 
as program and project needs through an alternative philanthropic 
channel that allows financial resources to be complimented by 
individual input.

OUR MISSION
The Armstrong County Community Foundation, a public nonprofit 
corporation,
 •	 Gives  grants, scholarships, and organizational  support to address 
	 the needs of our community;
•	 Builds a permanent endowment to help our donors create a legacy 
	 through this endowment;
•	 Promotes informed philanthropy to increase and sustain charitable 
	 resources for the region; and
•	 Provides leadership and builds partnerships to identify and solve 
	 community issues.

OUR PRIORITIES
In keeping with its mission the Armstrong County Community 
Foundation invests in organizations and programs that benefit our 
residents and that build vibrant and healthy communities throughout 
Armstrong County. Reflecting the special responsibility of a community 
foundation, the Foundation is open to a wide range of requests 
that strengthen our communities and provide opportunities for our 
residents. The Community Foundation challenges creative partners in 
our community to suggest the best way to address problems that result 
in long-term solutions. The Community Foundation makes grants in the 
following areas:

Arts & Culture
Includes the enjoyment and understanding of visual, literary, 
performing and other art forms. These program areas might enhance:
•	 Access to and awareness of the arts
•	 Capacity and stabilization of arts and culture organizations
•	 Creative and educational experiences of children and adults
•	 Increased appreciation of the arts

Community/Civic Affairs
Community engagement, community capacity building and economic 
development, job training, volunteering, public safety, community 
quality of life, and historic preservation. These program areas might 
enhance:
•	 Workforce development
•	 Neighborhood quality of life
•	 Strong communities
•	 Citizen awareness, participation and volunteerism
•	 Economic well-being

Education
Formally constituted educational institutions and organizations or 
activities that administer or support those institutions; libraries; 
organizations whose primary purpose is to provide opportunities 
for supplementing and continuing education and related services 
to students and schools outside the framework of formal education 
institutions. Includes the continuum of learning: early childhood, 
preschool, primary and secondary grades, higher education, vocational 
education, and continuing and adult education as well as parent 
training, library services, and adult literacy. These program areas might 
enhance:
•	 Educational attainment of children and adults, in both traditional 
	 and nontraditional settings
•	 Access to learning opportunities
•	 Work force development
•	 Strategic initiatives of area schools, colleges and universities

Health
Includes the improvement of the physical and mental health status 
for persons of all ages; access to and quality of treatment services; 
promotion of health and wellness; promotion of the efficient use 
of healthcare resources; disease prevention and improved health 
outcomes. These program areas might enhance:
•	 Health care for the poor and the uninsured
•	 Access to health services
•	 Community members in addressing local health needs
•	 Healthy rural communities
•	 Health safety net for uninsured and underserved persons

Human Services
Includes the support of family and individual development; emergency 
services; parenting skills; human services for children and adolescents; 
independent living and non-medical services for the elderly and 
individuals with disabilities; and addresses the basic needs required by 
all and the special needs required by a few. The program areas might 
enhance:
•	 Agencies that deliver critical human services
•	 Socio-economically disadvantaged
•	 Basic needs such as food and shelter
•	 Services that develop skills and independence of people with special 
	 needs, including those with addictions, physical disabilities, and 
	 mental illness
•	 Preventive care
•	 Development of the family unit



Alpha Lillstrom Cheng Democratic 
Process Engagement Scholarship
Emily Truitt

Armstrong Concert Band 
Scholarship
Robert John

Armstrong County Bar 
Association Scholarship
No applicants

Armstrong County Building & 
Loan Association Scholarship
Jensen Stolitza
Jessa Kinter
Rachel Stockdill
Robert John

Armstrong County Technical 
School Scholarship
Trey Codispot

Brett Charmello Memorial 
Scholarship
Logan Hinderliter

Bruno-Higginson Educational 
Trust Scholarship
Hannah Sperl

Bruno-Higginson Medical 
Trust Scholarship
Emily Pore

Burrell Township Scholarship
Miles Stockdill
Rachel Stockdill

Dannette “Liffy” Cockroft 
Charitable Scholarship
Nathan Ferraro

Dr. A.I. Slagle Medical Educational 
Scholarship
Adriana Duncan
Aubry Chickerella
Hannah Guzolik
Levi Weitzel

Dr. Clifford Vogan Medical 
Scholarship
Adriana Duncan
Ethan Weigel
Jensen Stolitza
Taylor Dailey

Dr. Henry E. & Victoria B. (Halas) 
Reich Memorial Scholarship
Nathan Ferraro

Dr. John Garrott Memorial 
Scholarship
Emily Cornman (Frack)
Lilliane Barnett
Robert John
Sophia Fusaro

Dr. Samuel R. Black, Twila L. 
Black, and Samuel J. Black 
Medical Arts Scholarship
Emily Cornman (Frack)
Robert John

Evelyn Benton Nursing 
Scholarship
Lily Jordan

Gary & Janet (Bell) Pettengill 
Scholarship
Emma Paul

Geophysical Society of 
Pittsburgh Scholarship
No applicants

Gerstbrein/McCanna Scholarship 
for the Arts
No applicants

Gretchen Moss Memorial 
Scholarship
Anne Lindsay
Hannah Sperl

James K. Greenbaum Scholarship
Nathan Ferraro

Joan Tatsak Memorial Scholarship
Olivia Emmonds

Joseph and Judith Nickleach 
Scholarship
Emily Pore

Kay Detrick Owen Scholarship
Nina Shaffer

Klingensmith Scholarship
Emily Cornman (Frack)
Robert John

Leo S Kijowski Armstrong School 
District Memorial Scholarship
Nathan Ferraro

Leo S. Kijowski Memorial 
Scholarship
Anne Lindsay

Mable R. Slagle Nurses Training 
Scholarship
Ava Richards
Dominick Curci
Eliza Ashbaugh
Emily Reese
Kailey Rupp
Kylie Fabry
Madison Baker
McKenna Pierce

Marjorie Dodson Memorial 
Scholarship
No applicants

Marsha J. Alico Memorial 
Scholarship
Hannah Sperl

Michael Petroncheck Musical 
Scholarship
Tyler Querry

Nathan Keibler 
Think B4 U Act Scholarship
Ethan Weigel
Natalie Kamer

Quality Life Services Healthcare 
Career Scholarship
Delaney Watkins
Taylor Dailey

Richard and Mary Krauland 
Scholarship
Ethan Barnhart

Richard G. Snyder Family 
Scholarship
Maddie Stein

Robert A. & Geneva K. Deveney 
Engineering Scholarship
Elijah Mumau
Ethan Barnhart

Ruth E. Owen Scholarship
Tyler Querry

Samantha L. Smith Scholarship
Callie Ancosky

Shawna Petrosky Memorial 
Scholarship
Emily Pore

Shirey Scholarship
Claire Henry

Stephen L. Heffner Memorial 
Scholarship
Lauren Bowser

Susan Falsetti-Burdett Memorial 
Scholarship for Music
Tyler Querry

Zane McMillen Memorial 
Scholarship
Olivia Emmonds

The scholarship cycle opens 
each year on December 1 with a 
deadline of February 15. 
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Armstrong County Community Foundation

Awards Scholarships
The Armstrong County Community Foundation awards scholarships to eligible high school and college students based on 
criteria created by the scholarship donors. In 2024 the Foundation awarded $204,599.96 in scholarships! Over the past 23 

years, the Foundation has awarded over $1.5M to help students with their education.

Congratulations to the following students who received scholarships for the 2024-2025 academic school year.
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Friday Night: 
Lights on the Ice
The weekend kicked off with “Lights 
on the Ice,” sponsored by NexTier 
Bank. The festivities ran from 5 PM to 
8 PM, transforming Diamond Park into 
a magical winter wonderland. 

KPL Board of Trustees holds 
4th annual fundraiser
The Kittanning Public Library (KPL) 
Board of Trustees recently played 
host to its 4th annual Kittanning Public 
Library Fundraiser Dinner at the 
Allegheny Mariner in Kittanning. Chef 
Chris Knightly from Allegheny Mariner, 
Andrea Fahlor and the Lenape Tech 
Culinary Arts Students and Patricia 
from Barsotti Wines all helped to make 
this dinner a huge success. The KPL 
thanks all who participated in this 
fundraiser.

3RD ANNUAL “Grip It & Rip 
It” Golf Scramble 
PWAC’s third annual golf outing was 
on Saturday, June 22, 2024!
This annual event supports our Client/
Employee Activity Fund, which allows 
us to address a variety of needs across 
all our programs (such as uniform 
purchases, equipment maintenance, 
entry fees, and special programming).

Joe Cippel Day 2024 
July 19 @ 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
MUSIC – FOOD – RAFFLES – GAMES 
& PRIZES
This event is packed with fun activities, 
food, music, and more.

Kay’s Cottage annual 
SHINE Walk
was held on Monday, September 23rd 
in downtown Kittanning to “SHINE” 
light in the darkness of child sexual 
abuse and to let child victims know 
that they have a support system in 
Armstrong County when they report 
abuse.  ACCF joined for a 1-mile walk 
to bring sexual abuse out of the 
shadows, support survivors, and raise 
awareness of the work of Children’s 
Advocacy Centers serving child victims 
of abuse and families in Pennsylvania!

Navigating Change
Creating Opportunity
PA Statewide Conference 2024 
Across the Commonwealth, 
Pennsylvania community foundations 
are leading their communities 
towards a brighter future. Join us on 
September 24th and 25th in State 
College, Pennsylvania for a unique 
opportunity to connect, learn and to 
explore ways we might act collectively.

Attended Scholarship 
Awards Ceremonies
Apollo Ridge High School
Armstrong High School
Freeport High School
Karns City High School
Lenape Vocational Technical School
Leechburg High School
Redbank Valley High School
West Shamokin High School

Being out in the
Community



   Armstrong
Week of Giving

Armstrong
Week of Giving brought in

$422,402.41
At the end of all of the calculations, the nonprofit 
organizations raised a total of $422,402.41! This was an 
increase of $41,045.39 from 2023.
 
Thanks to our great community for making the 2024 Week of 
Giving a huge success!
 
Our wonderful community cares a great deal about numerous 
different causes. Thank you to each and every person, 
company and organization involved who made so many 
wonderful individual gifts!
 
A special thank you to our Week of Giving Partner NexTier 
Bank and all of our Bonus Partners who never cease to amaze 
us with their gifts to our nonprofit community! 

NexTier’s support is a huge part for the success of our Week of 
Giving. We are so very fortunate to have them as our partner 
and so generous in our communities!

2024 BONUS 
PARTNERS: 
Jack & Sue Bauer
James Johnson
Karen Waugaman
Kenneth Opalka
Kimberly & Larry Vorpe
Lance & Christine Whiteman
Larry & Jodi Beers
Mechling & Heller
NexTier Bank
Redmill Drilling
Richard G. Snyder
Rosebud Mining Co.
Shafer’s HVAC, Inc.
Shane & Samantha Cribbs
Sprankles Neighborhood Market
Stephen & Kay Owen
Thomas & Sandra Bradigan
Tyler & Kimberly Luke
WATT Insurance Agency, Inc.
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Participating Nonprofit Organizations Raised

Apollo Area Historical Society  $   4,383.90 

Apollo Memorial Library  $   5,542.21 

ARC Manor  $   3,041.39 

Armstrong Center for Community Learning/Out-
door Discovery Center

 $   5,269.28 

Armstrong County Community Action of PA  $   2,207.36 

Armstrong County Historical Museum and Genea-
logical Society, Inc.

 $ 20,982.10 

Armstrong Habitat for Humanity  $ 22,256.36 

Armstrong Trails  $   5,118.40 

Arts on the Allegheny  $   5,422.19 

Blessings in a Backpack  $   9,210.80 

Child Evangelism Fellowship  $ 16,811.69 

Divine Redeemer  $   9,483.06 

Downtown Kittanning Revitalization Committee  $   7,012.32 

Evangelical Lutheran Church School Worthington  $   7,216.59 

Ford City Public Library  $ 13,549.71 

Ford City Renaissance Community Partnership  $   1,859.33 

Fort Armstrong Folk Festival  $   4,516.57 

Grace Christian School  $ 39,701.92 

Grace Presbyterian Church-Food Bank  $ 20,346.31 

Haiti H20  $   3,749.39 

HAVIN  $ 24,128.79 

Humane Animal Allies  $   6,698.92 

Kennedy's Kids  $      726.85 

Kittanning Cemetery  $   8,194.87 

Kittanning Firemen's Band  $   2,855.33 

Kittanning Hometown Holiday Events  $      346.10 

Kittanning Library  $ 25,712.96 

Kittanning Rotary Club  $      894.08 

Life Choices  $ 15,642.27 

Lifesteps  $   3,397.52 

Marci Rogalski Pawk Scholarship Fund Inc  $      611.44 

Orphans of the Storm  $ 54,401.77 

PWAC  $ 24,242.59 

RGS YMCA  $13,803.51 

Royal Family - For the Children Armstrong  $   1,442.07 

Salvation Army - Kittanning  $   20,236.71 

Spring Church Evangelical Lutheran Church  $     1,586.28 

The Open Door of Indiana, PA  $     1,314.32 

Worthington West Franklin Community Library  $     8,485.15 

Total  $422,402.41 


